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Omnius ſocietatum aolls eg gravior, nulla catjor, quim ea quz cum republiea ft | | 1 
OS. unjcuique noſtrum: cart ſyart parentes, cari liberi, propinqui, ſamiliares : ſed omnes 3 


omnium caricates patria una complexa eſt: Lick, ax N bonus duhitet 9 | . 1 
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AT a Meeting of the” FriebMaers and other Inhabitants of the Town of * 
BOSTON, du qualified and legally warned in public Town» 
Meeting aſſembled, July 6, 178 .. | | 


OTED That Jobs Scollay,, Eſq; Nathan Frazier, Eſq; Mr. 
Thomas Greenough, Ezekiel Price, Eſq; Capt. William Mackay, 
Dapid Nies, Eſq; and Mr. John Luta, the Selectmen, be a 
Committe to wait on B ENIAMIN HITCHBOURN, Eſq; and 
in the name of the Town P thank him for the Learned and Elegant 
ORA TION, delivered by him This-Day, at the Requeſt of the 
Town, upon the, ANNIVERSARY, of the Inpzeznpencs of the UNITED 
Srarzs of AMERICA, in which, actording* to the Intention of the 
Town, he conſidered the Feelings, Manner, and Principles, which 
led to 8 National Event, and to requeſt of him a Copy thereof 
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Jever eſteem a requeſt from the Tubabitants of the Town of 
Boſton, equivalent to l command, 7 I baue no right to diſobey, 
J cheerfully ſubmit this haſty and imperfett Performance is tos 
public oye, without afingle appology for its numberleſs defects, 


| BENJAMIN BITCUBOURYN, 
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HE right of meeting together uncontrouled, to 3 
. F 
promote the valued purpoſes. of ſociety, is 1 
” 7 


dieſervedly ranked among the firſt privileges, 9 
reſerved to the individual as a badge of native | 1 
freedom; however enlarged and liberal the baſis of the 
. conſtitution may prove, if it wants this mark of reſpect to the 
natural ri ghts of the ſubje& and dignity of the man, it muſt 1 
ſoon prove an inſufficient ſecurity againſt the attempts of the - IS _—_ 
deſigning and ambitious, under a fluggiſh or depraved | ET 
adminiſtration ; had our enemies proved ſucceſsful in their | : AF 
: | attempts to deprive us of this weapon, we muſt have ſubmitted 9 1 
at Uſcretion, and been conquered without a ſtruggle hkk = 
1 11 0 PE F through | 0 9 


exprefaly runs. 90 the peopie, 


af | 


3 this Ry our political ht, eh have 8 the 
Fre ** their danger, and taught them to avoid it. 


| Warn I recolleft the frequent calls of this once devoted 


city to aſſemble and deviſe means for their common ſafety ; 


when I remember that no meanneſs or artifice was left untried 


by our enemies, to wreſt:from our hands this only ſecurity 


againſt their machinations ; when I have freſh in my imagina- * 
tion the intereſting ſcene, which exhibited the choſen troops of 


Britain, retiring before a voluntary. aſſembly of unarmed, 


though determined citizens, I cannot but admire the wiſdom of - 
that conſtitution, by which this antidote to FMS 18 fo 


As ind ® wel «ty, eſpecially under a mild government, 


naturally grow ſecure in their ſituation, and inattentive to the 
inroads made upon the conſtitution they live under; I think 
this inſtitution can never be deemed fruitleſs, while it ſerves 


annually to call our attention to the firſt principles of the ſpcial 
compact, and remind us that government is the people 8 
privilege, but not thor aac „„ 


Tur annual tribute ſo often a to Fw memory 180 thoſe 
citizens, who fell the firſt victims to our country's foes, was but 
their due; and to their hapleſs fate, a ſympathetic. tear hall 
roll through lateſt time; but to commemorate the event Which 
has made a new æra in the annals of the world, to celebrate 


5 the day which gave exiſtence to thirteen Kates, and freed their 


numerous 
'F 
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* 
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| Wee inhabitants from diſgrace and vretchedneſs, affords 


a ſea of contemplation, in which the unnumbered ſtreams of 


private injury and diſtreſs are fwallowed up and loſt. 
But ſince no change of conſequence in human life, (however 
fortunate,) can take place, without bringing with it the ſeeds 
of future trouble and diſappointment, I muſt confeſs, I fell 
a ſolemnity, in contemplating the important ſubject, which 
checks thoſe tranſports of joy, ſo naturally excited by the 
recollection of fuch ſignal facceſſes ; and ſo common is it for 
mankind to abuſe the good fortune they meet with, that our 
enemies have predicted our ruin, not with the diffidence of 
prophecy, but the confidence of an hiſtorian. 


Bor they do not recollect that it is the peculiar character- 
iſtic and felicity of an American, to poſſeſs that gravity which 
is the reſult of unimpaſſioned reaſon, and which has always 


taught them equinimity in ſuffering and ſucceſs :——Our | 


hiſtory wifl furniſh proofs of this truth, which muſt be read 
by future ages, rather as the productions of an over-heated 
imagination, than a relation of very alen facts. 


Turns are but few of us who cannot recelle& the 
important criſis, when that victorious army from the north, 
conducted by the moſt favourite and gallant general in the 
- ſervice of our enemy, threatned a moſt diſgraceful cloſe to a 
war, which had ſpread itſelf throughout the continent; 
but what were the ſentiments, what was the conduct of 


the Americans on this gloomy proſpeft ?——Alarmed at 


the 


+. 
ff? 


F O 1D 
the am of our friends; we flattercd for a moment; 
the hope of ſuccour from an eſtabliſhed army. — But when 
the rapid advances of the enemy bid defiance to all regular 
oppoſition, when they felt themſelves in poſſeſſion of the 
heart of our country, and the aſtoniſhed world contemplated 
our fate as already ſcaled; with what firmneſs and tranquility 
of mind did all ranks of men ruſh to arms? And who, 
without paying at leaſt; a ſilent tribute of reſpect can view 
the conduct of thoſe men hitherto unuſed to the fatigues and 
_ dangers of war; deliberately parting with their wives, their 
children and their poſſeſſions, to brave death in every frightful 
form, rather than live to ſwell the triumph of their haughty foe, 


To the ſame cauſe muſt be aſeribed that unexampled 
compoſure of mind with which this people made the tranſition 
from war to peace. After a conflict of more than ſeven 
years duration, (in which the moſt turbulent of human 
paſſions had been deeply engaged) which cloſed with the 
acquiſition of every thing that ambition or intereſt could lead 
us to wiſh for; the moſt unbounded degree of joy and exultata- 
tion could never have expoſed us to the imputation of 
weakneſs or vanity..; but the philoſophic -.andifference 
with which this great event was received, ariſing not from 
inſenſibility, but reſiection, ſhews the genius and reſources of the 
people, and will be a warning to all future adventurers not 
to attempt the conqueſt; of a country; where every ſalyect, is a 
Soldier, Politician and. Patriot. Upon theſe : cardinal 
characteriſtics of an American, and upon theſe alone, we 
may account for thoſe cauſes and effects which have ſo long 
5 As | We 


| | 7 
1 8 | 


38 


4 


engaged the attention of the world —Great-Britain, 


notwithſtanding her pretentions to the partiality and ten- 


derneſs of a parent, had fo long accuſtomed herſelf to conſider 
us merely in the light of property, that the only queſtion: 


ſhe ſeemed to make was upon the meaſure of our abilities, with- 


out any regard to.the right or reaſonableneſs of her exactions. 


Ir has been very faſhionable and perhaps equally politic 
during the late war, to charge them with more baſe and 
unjuſtifiable motives, in their conduct towards America, than 
any other power ever exerciſed over their meaneft dependents ; 
but the ſmalleſt attention will convince us, that human 
nature is nearly uniform in all her operations - that national 
juſtice is little more than a name —and that there is ſcarce 
an exception where the advantages taken over one nation 
by another, upon the ſlighteſt pretences, ar not been 
Proportionate to their power. | N 


*$3xcE it cannot be preſumed, that any ſet of men would 


become the voluntary vaſſals of another power, it never can be 
a queſtion of very ſerious enquiry, whether a country has a 
right by force or ſtratagem, to ſhake off that dependence, to 
which the weakneſs ef their infant ſituation or the rapacity of 


more powerful neighbours, for a time obliged them to ſub- 


A D RATIO YG, |S 


- 


mit: The force of this truth has been acknowledged by 


ſome of our moſt inveterate enemies, who poſſeſſing too much 
underſtanding to diſpute the right, have quarreled with us 
upon the inexpediency of our oppoſition to Great-Britain. _ 
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Wag ATEYER may have proved the fair refult of rebut 
theo, an unbiaſed enquiry, it is evident, that the 
contending parties eaſily reconciled themſelves to meet on a 
... footing of nature, and determine the controverſy by the 
length of their ſwords Did the conduct of America 
need an appology, I ſhould call your attention to the 
many ſuppliant addreſſes to the. King and Parliament of 
Great- Britain, and finally to the people of that infatuated nation 
at large, couched in'terms of ſuch humiliating ſubmiſſion, as 
muſt cauſe. a conſcious bluſh upon the cheek of every honeſt 
American, till the memory of them ſhall he entirely loſt 


But Whatever may have been the cauſe which produced this 


great appeal to Heayen, the irrevocable decree has paſt in our 
favour, and we have he: ſeal” of an Almighty flat to the 
eee our cauſe. i „ 
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' To the- virtuous Re! of a few IHE” citizens we 
are much indebted for the ſplendor and ſucceſs of thoſe: 


meaſures; which placed; u us in our e, happy ſituation. 


Wo can recolleer the 8 zeal” and  invincible* - | 
perſeverance of an Hancock, an Adams, a Bowdom and a 
Warren, in the cauſe of their diſtreſſed country, without 
feeling emotions of the moſt affectionate regard It would 
be but half tlie juſtice we owe them to embalm their 
memory in the ſilent repoſitory of our grateful hearts, while 
we leave the public: record of their merit to fact ene; 
generations. -Poſterity in een g the debt they owe. 
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future hiſtory But ſince the approbation of freemen is the 


| higheſt incentive to great actions in a republic, and the enly 

adequate reward for the ſervices of their benefactors, we may 

be excuſed a bluſh in uttering thoſe ſentiments which the 
memory of ſuch recent and fignal favours ſo naturally excite. 


* 


| Amon the firſt friends of our 5 canſe, we #9 not 


forget to enroll the illuſtrious leader of that force which has 
triumphed over the combined power of our adverſaries — 


influenced by no mean view of private intereſt in accepting 


this important charge, an uniform ſpirit of patriotiſm Has 
marked his conduct in every. fortune he has experienced; firm 


in adverſity, humane in ſucceſs, he was equally eſteemed and 
dreaded by his enemies: Having ſeen a ſueceſsful cloſe to the 
national controverſy in which he engaged, like that ſtandard. of 
eaſtern magnanimity and greatneſs the patriotic Cincinnatus, he 


threw off the robes of his diſtinction and again returned to the 
common level af his former fellow citizens; but finding even 
here the jealouſy of freemen was purſuing him for one of the 
moſt benevolent and diſintereſted acts of his life, he cheerfully 

relinquiſhed the exceptionahle parts of an inſtitution, which 

had been purſued upon the | fame innocent and humane 
principles to which it owed its exiſtence This laſt act of 


true magnanimity and generous reſpect fo the ſentiments and 
even caprice of the people, mult give a ſtamp of immortality 
to the luſter of his great achievements, and render the motives 
of his conduct through the complicated ſcenes of -a war, in 
Which he has taken 8 De Neat a part, altogether. 
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And. with him we have the moſt grateful remembrance of 
the gallant officers, who with ſo much fortitude and patience 
have ſhared his dangers and his toils - actuated by the pure 
principles of republican: virtue, they have with undeviating 
firmneſs, under every diſadvantage and diſcouragement the 


human mind is capable of contending with, purſued the true 


intereſt of the great cauſe in which they had engaged, How 
often have they without pay, proviſion or even ſympathy to 
ſooth the ſufferings and alleviate the hard conditions of their 
ſervice, been oppoſed to the ſuperior force of an enemy pam- 

; pered with nner and PIES with * 5. 


TuE eee ee their conduct in the hour of 


our danger, is but an aggravation of the meanneſs of that 


diſpoſition which would deny tliem juſtice when their ſervices 
become unneceſſary. But I never can perſuade myſelf that 
America will ſtain her fair reputation by imitating the 


1 example of thoſe countries, who have rewarded the ſervices of 


their beſt friends with ill grounded ſuſpicions and implacable 
reſentment. But I hope the partiality we feel for our patriotic 
army will never ſuffer us to forget, that military force has always 


proved dangerous to the liberties of the people; that the natural 


fafe-guard of the country is a well regulated militia, and that 
America muſt date the decline of her peace, her glory and 


independence from the cſtabliſtiment-of a regular army. 


Taz American revolution has placed us on ſome points of 
advantage which have been experienced but by very few people 
ſince he civilization of mankind we have realized the perfect 
| Freedom 


=, => i © 3 — NO 
883 1 - 


moſt congenial to the diſpoſition, and beſt calculated to promote 


Ax 0 R A * 4 


| eedom of a ſtate. of nature without feeling thoſe incenveni- 
encies wh ich ſo naturally and RT: neceſſarily flow 1005 
ſuch a ſituation. 


L1TTERALLY placed on the Ervad feld of nature, we eit 
no obſtacle in adopting. that form of government which ſeemed 


happineſs of thoſe who were to be the ſubjects of its 
Itroul when theſe two great ends are anſwered, the 
government muſt be called perfect; and if we may fairly argue 
the cauſe fromithe conſequence, the preſent conſtitution muſt 
be deemed the beſt that human wiſdom can deviſe, many years - 
experience having confirmed the ſuppoſition, and we hope it | 
"ey continue for ages, 
Nxxr to the immediate poſſeſſions: of our own privileges 
the conſtitution has provided a guardianſhip the moſt ſimple 
and ſecure ;—every power in government which could poſſibly 
be fraught with danger annually returning to the people, the 
great ſource from-which it flowed, —This is the. grand ſecret of | : 
political ſecurity—this is the main pillar in the great temple © 1 
of liberty you have been ſo long attempting to rear ;—preſerve 499 = 
this inviolate and your freedom is“ ſecure—ſuffer this tc be 9 
infringed and you are an inſlaved people: But as the beſt 8 
human ſyſtems may involve in them the ſeeds of future „ 
danger to the people's rights, the conſtitution has wiſely 
provided a periodical reviſion which muſt cure every poſſible 
defect. Having reached the ſumit of our wiſhes, we have 
e left but to give efficacy and duration to the advantages | 
ve have obtained. | $4. 8 * 


OP 15 . arrives out of the beſt human theories. The ſmalleſt 
Th . ä reflection will convince us that America has no enemy to fear 
5 but from herſelf ;—ſoparated .by nature from every other 
"I . 5 V's power of importance in the world, ſhe muſt always be ſecure 
. | while ſhe has harmony at home; for no nation can ever 
ry | infatuated with a luſt of dominion as to attempt in defiang 

| 2 98 the great barriers of creation, to carry war into a civilized 
_ country beyond the vaſt oceans which. divide the habitable parts 
= J 5 of the globe, without paying very dearly. for their vanity and 
8 pPreſumption in a ee failure of their expenſive 
„ 8 . 5 | 9 5 
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| = 5 3 „ Fab this ſource our ſages A oattivts SHO predict with 
Þ = . | ſach unſhaken confidence the happy revolution which taken 
= 1 e . 5 9 and derive that fortitude and perſeverance, without which 
ET > 2, -_ , all che advantages of nature in the beſt. of cauſes mußt 
WW have prov ed in adeq uate to ſuccels,. | 


"Pp 5 n Tur author of creation ſeems to have ſtampt it on the firſt 


1 W 5 : 9 the great volume of nature, that America ſhould be 
=o NEAL miſtreſs of herſelf; and. thanks to Heaven under this great 
Z n 5 Charter we want for, our fecurity againſt foreign force, neither 
_—_— N armies nor revenue, for without an army, without revenue 
| 3 wwe may deſtroy ourſelves, but we never can ceaſe to exiſt 
—_ | as an e nation: an we commit political A 
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. N d American Sets: "Roa by nature to have ſuch an 
8 5 intimate ung that Aae wal oblige them to be wt 
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Wurw we can find the neceſſary relations and dependencles 
pf nature, we have a more infalible criterion than that which 
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di | | 
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ffiends or the moſt inveterate enemies. Friends they may be for 7 7 
ages, but cannot long exiſt in a ſtate of war with each other — f 1 9 
Separated only by mathematical or imaginary lines, a On A 
ſnall ſuperiofity of force in either, muſt be fatal to the 6 
neighbourhood ; every. acquiſition will render the victorious E.. 
party more irreſiſtible, and in proportion as the conquerors = 4 
advance; the power of oppoſing them will be leſſened al the AF 
whole are ſubdued 77 a re diſcontented Wit I | 
Bor experience W 550 ght us that the Pi of ae, 
ment is generally leſſened in proportion to tlie extent of 0 
territory over which it is to be exerted; we muſt expect in a 72 5 —_—_ 
country like this, inhabited by men too ſenſible of their rights, 5 8 . 5 oy 1 
do reſt eaſy under a controul founded in fraud and ſupported ' 2 
by oppreſſion, that diſcontent: will break out in every 
quarter, till by the claſhing of various powers, a new diviſion 
of territory will take place, which muſt ſoon he ſucceeded with | 
freſh" quarrels” ſimilar toythoſe which diſturbed the original | „ 
tranquility thus this happy land; formed for the ſcat 1 8 
freedom and reſort of the. diſtreſſed, may like other cduntries, 
in her turn, become a prey to the reſtleſs. temper of her own F 
inhabitants ; but ſhould any of the States preſſed by unequal 
force, call in the ad of ſome foreign power, the conſequences 
muſt be equally ruinous. A demand of foreign ald in one ſtate 
: will produce a ſimilar application from another, till America 
; becomes the common theatre on Which all the warlike powers 
on earth ſhall be engaged. But ſince this combined force with- N 
out an adequat: power ſome here to give it a proper direction, 
an operate like a maſs of unanimated matter Ws and k "3+ 1 
* | 2 
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&eſtroy the natural activity of the body from whence it 
originates, it becomes an object of the laſt importance to form 
ſome great continents] ee 


33 


at t parting even \ Wii ſhadow of that dae and NA! 
dience we have ſo dearly ꝓurchaſed. But when I conſider that 
while we retain the ſovereignty and independence, we muſt 
alſo experience the weakneſs and inſignificancy of an individual 
ſtate, I moſt cheerfully embrace the idea of a qualified federal 
government; and ſince we cannot expect in the moſt perfect 
of human inſtitutions, a delegated power capable of anſwering 
any valuable purpoſes, which ſhall not be accompanied with 
ſome poſſible danger, we ſhould not ſuffer any 1l-grounded 
jealouſy to prevent-the repreſentatives of the United States from 
being furniſhed with permanent revenues and the ultimate 
power of deciding in all queſtions of Je national 
concern, * 


& * 


+ Ar is then eaſy to diſcover that our only ſafety lies in a firm 
union of the ſtates ; directed by the common intereſt, and 
ſupported by the combined force of the Whale, we qui be 
Yappy at home and reſpected abroad. 
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4005 xG obtained theſe important ends, we may unfold our 
arms with indiſcriminate hoſpitality to all mankind——I am 
ſenſible the calm of peace which has ſucceeded the raging 
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"HR of ' war 1 not yet altogether obliterated from our 
minds the memory of injuries we have ſuffered at the hands of 
a nation on whom we had a juſt claim for the moſt affectionate 
partiality.— But when we recollect, tho deeply injured, we 
have been as deeply reveng d that we have ſecured all our 
ancient rights and acquired many new ones, - when we view 
ourſelves as placed by our very enemies on a reſpectable ſeat 

among the nations of the earth, I think a ſofter paſſion than 

that of jealouſy or reſentment ſhould fill the mind—ealouſy 
is undoubtedly the Centinel af freedom, but we had better be 
Wy eons unguarded than always ſubject to falie alarms 
there is a meanneſs in jealouſy at beſt, which ſhews a diffidence 
in our own abilities—but if we conſider the genius and re- 
fources of the country, their quick ſenſe of injury and diſpo- 
ſttion to reſent it that while. we can boaſt the beſt of ſtateſ- 
men in our ſervice at home, we are abk to ſend the moſt ac- 
compliſhed negotiators abroad, we muſt be convinced there is 
but little to fear from the ſuperior power or artifice of any 
nation. I am TenſiBte theſe ſentiments will not ſuit the 
political pulſe of thoſe who have ſome partial ends to anſwer 
by keeping alive: tlie embers of that malignant fire which have 
too long preyed upon the vitals of our tranquility,—I hope 
my friends, we do not aſſemble on this occaſion to promote the 
views of any party, however reſpectable, hut with the free- 
dom and firmneſs of men, who have a right to think as well as 
act for themſelves, A to annaliſe the great Sy of our 
ob: interelt. _. 
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But the i inquiry grows more «non as we advice and 
take à view of the commercial ſtate of our alfi Peace has 
G 7 e 
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0 tmhtown down the barriers of commerce; and introduced us to- 
a2 world of ſtrangers, who with open arms invite us to partake- 
1 their friendſhip and their trade. JJC Naa na buy 


. Lr us then obey the friendly ſummons, and ſeize this: 


— 8 . moment of our new- born power to ſpread the broad baſis: 
RH: of our future wealth. JJV 


$\ 


WER: Ir is a degrading truth we. never before had occaſion to) 


RHO Abi that commerce knows no eee no ties but 
F thoſe which ſpring from intereſt. 1 Wo 75 
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; Dy: TOES 1 Tax illuſtrious Monarch who ſo generouſly took a part im 


F our quarrel, when all the world beſide Rood at a cold diſtance,. - 


. muſt forever claim a. ſhare in the warmeſt gratitude and af- 
* "he r fection of our hearts, and the name of Lx wis will. be dear to 
BEES I 17: | - his country, till every generous ſentiment of the ſoul ſhall be 
3 | * n 1 eertinguiſhed but too fenſible of thay unchanging rights off © 


We 7908 1 commerce to attempt the leaft infringement of her laws, he 
J . has with a . truly characteriſtic of his. happy 
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Ir has often been aſſerted as an undeniable poſi ition, that 

. \ luxury is the offspring of commerce and the parent of vice; 
75 0 but we may ſay from experience, which is the beſt ſource . 
Fxouledge we poſſeſs, that there muſt be ſome exceptions to 
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Tuts e has long W with an the E A 04 „ 1 2 MM 
the eaſt, but hitherto has and I doubt not for ages will preſerve 193 = 
the ſtrong features of their original purity. 'F 9 _ 

1 89  '£ 92 *. 4 1 , 

Tur truch is, there ee k. aboing i in W 

among whom there are not to be found ſome odioug diſtincti- 

ons of rank which gi one claſs of men the advantage ahove 

| another * But in a country like this, which knows no | 

; diſtinction but t Rat which ariſes from merit, where honors * 

{are not tobe pugebaſed. or the people won by the falſe ſplen 
dor of prodigality,. we have nothing to fear from the profu- | 
ſio 7 of wealth which is tendered RN by the generous hand 

of commerge ——Bleſſed with a government that depends in- 
tifely upon the wirtue of the people for its ſuppoxt, we have 


* 


1 
3 
1 


our gwn proſperity at command; and we ma) be aſſured while 
our repreſentation remains free from corruption, and the un- 
due influence of party ſpirit, while we feel the inſtuence of | 
thoſe virtuous principles which produced the Revolution, we 2 


muſt be independent; rich and happy But when like other 
natfons, forgetting the great objects of the ſocial compatjune'® | 
become depraved in principle and diſſolute in manners, *tilÞ „ 
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* the, pulſe of republican virtue ſhall ceaſe to beat, like them 8 1 
SAGE; 11 
0 We mid Aan into nne and ruin r 
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